
 

 
Stage 1: 

Pre-Planning 

(June 2013) 

 Define the 
plan area. 

 Map uses & 
resources 

 Identify 
criteria for 
adoption into 
WA CZMP.  

 Define 
management 
goals & 
objectives. 

 

Stage 3: 

Developing 

the Plan 

(Sept. 2014-

June 2015) 

 

Stage 2: 

Understanding 

Impacts 

(July 2013-

Sept. 2014) 

 

Stage 4: 

Finalizing the 

Plan 

(July 2015-

Dec. 2016) 

  Complete SEPA 

scoping (fall 2013) 

 Sector Analyses: 

Understand 

requirement of 

each use & predict 

future uses/needs 

 Ecosystem 

Assessment: 

1) Identify outside 

impacts 

2) Indicator 

development 

3) Evaluate status 

and risks 

 Conflict 

Assessment: 

Identify conflicts 

and 

compatibilities 

 

 Select 

Management 

Strategies 

 Evaluate 

Management 

Strategies 

 Develop spatial 

plan and 

draft/final EA/EIS 

(SEPA) 

 Develop 

implementation 

plan 

 Finalize 

ecosystem 

indicators (Set 

Targets?) 

 Develop Research 

Agenda? 

 Submit WA 

MSP to 

NOAA 

 Implement, 

Evaluate, 

and Adapt 

MSP 

(ongoing) 

Stakeholder involvement, tribal consultation, government coordination 
and public input throughout process 
 



MSP Draft Actions List 
 
Overview: The draft lists below are intended to describe in more detail, the actions of the Marine 
Spatial Plan. These items can describe the general content of the plan or actions of the planning process. 
They are not intended to describe specific methods for how the plan does these actions. We are looking 
for feedback and suggestions on the bulleted items. 
 
When providing feedback, the following are recommended considerations: 

 Compatibility with specific requirements in the Marine Spatial Planning law. 

 Compatibility with SEPA scoping decisions, including the list of issues “in scope” for the plan. 

 Relevance to the listed goal and objective. 

 Relevance to and compatibility with existing state ocean policies. 
 
Overarching Goal: To ensure a resilient and healthy marine ecosystem on Washington’s coast that 
supports sustainable economic, recreational, and cultural opportunities for coastal communities, visitors 
and future generations. 
 
Goal 1: Protect and preserve existing sustainable uses to ensure economic vibrancy and resource access 
for coastal communities. 

 
Objective 1: Protect and preserve healthy existing natural resource- based economic activity on 
the Washington Coast. 
 

 Better understand and document existing marine activities taking place in the study area 
through scientific research and traditional knowledge research. 

 Assess economic contributions of existing marine uses to the local and state economy. 

 Identify and assess indicators of economic health. 

 Develop a plan that protects and preserves existing uses by avoiding and minimizing significant 
adverse impacts from potential future activities, including impacts on aquaculture, recreation, 
tourism, navigation, air quality, and recreational, commercial, and tribal fishing. Identify policies 
and recommended actions that enable the implementation of the plan. 

 Involve individuals and organizations representing existing uses in planning process such as 
documenting current and future trends of existing uses, understanding potential impacts and 
evaluating scenarios and plan recommendations.   
 

 
Goal 2: Maintain maritime coastal communities from now into perpetuity. 

 
Objective 2: Sustain diverse traditional uses and experiences to ensure continuity of WA’s 
coastal identity, culture, and high quality of life. 

 

 Understand socially important uses of the marine environment, including documenting areas 
and uses of historical and cultural significance and current visual resources. 

 Provide recommendations for activities that protect and enhance the aesthetic quality of marine 
environment, maritime activities, marine culture and sense of place.  

 Document vulnerability of coastal communities to coastal hazards as they relate to proposed 
future activities. 



 Identify and assess indicators of social well-being. 
 
Goal 3: Ensure that our marine ecosystem is preserved for future generations. 

 
Objective 3: Foster healthy and resilient marine ecosystem functions, biodiversity and habitats. 

 

 Understand current status of the natural resources, ecosystem conditions, and the implications 
of various human activities including documenting species and habitats that face higher 
potential risk or impact from proposed activities. 

 Identify and assess areas of ecological importance or particular sensitivity. 

 Identify and assess ecological indicators of ecosystem health on Washington’s Coast.  

 Develop a plan that seeks to avoid and minimize adverse environmental impacts, with special 
protection provided for the marine life and resources of the Columbia river, Willapa Bay and 
Grays Harbor estuaries, and Olympic national park. 

 
 
Goal 4: Develop an integrated decision making process which supports proactive, adaptive and efficient 
spatial planning. 

 
Objective 4: Develop a locally supported and collaborative process that is coordinated with 
existing authorities for aligning management decisions. 
 

 Engage local, state, federal and tribal governments in all phases of the planning process to 
ensure relevant management information and requirements are integrated into the process. 
The use or activity must comply with all applicable local, state, and federal laws and regulations. 

 Coordinate with neighboring states and provinces to share technical information across all 
sectors, enhance management of coastal ecosystems and streamline the permitting process, 
where and if appropriate. 

 Involve individuals and organizations representing existing uses and proposed new uses as well 
as individuals working on similar issues around the globe in planning process. 

 Describe the management and implementation framework, including existing state laws, 
policies and regulations.  
 

 
Goal 5: Encourage economic development that recognizes the aspirations of local communities and 
protects coastal resources. 

 
Objective 5: Enhance sustainable economic opportunities to achieve a resilient economy and 
improved quality of life. 

 

 Develop coastal decision-making tools, analyses & recommendations to determine appropriate 
and compatible roles for future activities within the study area, including siting of offshore 
renewable energy, new locations for dredge disposal or aquaculture, and other potential new 
activities such as mining, bioextraction, and cable laying. 

 Identify mitigation measures to address significant adverse impacts posed by proposed future 
uses of Washington’s coastal waters. 
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