
Planning for coastal responses, new opportunities and how to get involved 





Vessel Plans: meeting the state requirements 
 
 

Submit a plan that covers your fleet or your operations 
 
Enroll in the “umbrella” plan that is maintained on behalf 
of its members.  Pay into it each time you transit WA 
waters. 

•Tank and non tank vessels 
•Worst case spill volume that varies by 
area 
•Local team that knows our community 
values 
•In place until the spiller brings their 
team to manage the response 
•Cost effective but less direct 
relationship with the vessel operators 
 





    Vessels of Opportunity are critical assets during a 
major oil spill – fill many needs for water 
transportation …may also give economic relief to 
those affected by a spill 





 New standard applied to oil spill 
planning – consider again every 5 years 

 Highest levels through best technology, 
staffing, training and operational 
methods 

 Rule completed by 2012 



Enhanced Skimming on Puget Sound Using 
Existing Oil Recovery Technology 



Buster Technology Used in the Gulf Spill 





 Oil Spill Response 
Strategies and more. 

 Initial/emergency 
phase of a response but 
contain information 
that can be used 
throughout a response 

 27 such plans in the  
Northwest, including 
19 in Washington State 





• Maps, 

priority tables 

for strategies, 

and a list of 

specific 

instructions 

and 

information 

about each 

strategy.  

















 Increased natural resourced damage 
assessment range for large spills – credit for 
best efforts to recover on water and avoid 
shoreline impacts. 

 Liability for damages – includes damages from 
use of dispersants and burning (in situ burns). 

 Request that the federal government provide 
more funds for equipment caches 

 





Questions? 
 
(360) 407-7447 
jpil461@ecy.wa.gov 



 Board and inspect covered cargo and passenger vessels. 

 Inspect oil refineries and marine terminals. 

 Improve waterway management including transboundary tanker 
traffic and tank vessel escort. 

 Inspect oil transfer and pre-booming operations. 

 Promote voluntary “best achievable protection” for oil tankers and 
oil barges. 

 Investigate the causes of vessels and facility spills. 

 Take action to eliminate intentional waste oil dumping by ships. 



Protect public health/safety, the environment and 
economy by: 

• Rapidly and aggressively responding to and 
cleaning up oil and hazardous material spills - 24 
hours/day from 6 offices. 

• Building response capability at the local level. 

• Cleaning up methamphetamine drug labs. 

• Expanding remote sensing and spill  tracking 
capability. 



Restore oil damaged environments through our 
Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) 
program by: 

• Assessing the impact of spills on state natural 
resources in partnership with other state, tribal and 
federal trustee agencies. 

• Using the Coastal Protection Account to fund and 
leverage environmental projects. 


