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Overview 



 
 Overarching Goal: To 

ensure a resilient and 
healthy marine ecosystem 
on Washington’s coast that 
supports sustainable 
economic, recreational, and 
cultural opportunities for 
coastal communities, 
visitors and future 
generations.  

 WA process began in 2010 

 $3.7 million allocated for 
MSP by WA legislature in 
2013, from Marine 
Stewardship Account 

 

Marine Spatial Planning 



 Comprised of 
representatives from 
commercial fishing, 
conservation, economic 
development, coastal 
energy, recreation, 
aquaculture, science, ports, 
state government, coastal 
marine resources 
committees, and the 
community at large 

 Tasked by the Governor to 
advise the state on MSP 

 Mission: Protect and 
preserve existing 
sustainable uses 
 

Washington Coastal Marine Advisory 
Council 



 

 Partnered with 
Point97, State 
Agencies, MRC’s, 
Recreational 
Stakeholders, & 
OCNMS Staff 

 Surfrider’s direct 
contribution to MSP 

Recreational Use Survey 



So what is it going to tell us? 

 

 Provide geospatial 
information on 
recreational use  

 Estimate number of 
recreators on WA 
beaches 

 Estimate the economic 
impact of recreation on 
coastal communities and 
the State 



2 Modes of Collecting Data: Opt In & Panel 



 In-person and online 
outreach 

 218 gatekeepers 
sharing it online, in 
newsletters, in stores 

 Numerous outreach 
events 

Spreading the word 



Two Offices collaborating 

 Office of National Marine Sanctuaries (HQ economists and 
OCNMS staff) 

 National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science (HQ social scientist 
and economist and physical natural scientists) 

What will NOAA Contribute? 

 Spatial Use by Activity (same as Surfrider/Point97) 

 Spending (same as Surfrider/Point97) 

 Demographic Profile of Users (same as Surfrider/Point97) 

 
NOAA’s Contribution to the Study of Non-

consumptive recreation on Washington’s Outer 
Coast 

 



 Economic Impact/Contribution of spending to local area economy in 
terms of output/sales, value-added (Gross Regional Product), income, 
and employment. 

 Non-market economic value and how the value changes with changes in 
user characteristics and natural reef attributes. 

 Importance & Satisfaction Ratings for 34 natural resource attributes, 
facilities and services. 

 Ratings of seabirds and marine mammals on likeability scale. 
 New Environmental Paradigm (NEP) Index 
 Classifies people on an environmental concern scale and has been used 

as a predictor of people’s values for natural resource protection and 
restoration. 

 Maps of seabird and marine mammal distributions  

Continued… 



NOAA will produce estimates for the following three geographies: 

 Outer Coast of Washington 

 Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary 

 Olympic National Park (coastal/shoreline use on Outer Coast) 

 

NOAA contacts for further information: 

 Bob Leeworthy- Chief Economist, Office of National Marine 
Sanctuaries, Bob.Leeworthy@noaa.gov (301) 713-7261 

 Theresa Goedeke- Social Scientist, National Centers for Coastal 
Ocean Science, Theresa.Goedeke@noaa.gov (301) 713-3028 ext. 
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More Info… 
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Most Popular Activities 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Beach going (sitting, walking, jogging/running, dog walking, kite…

Sightseeing/Scenic enjoyment

Watching birds, whales, seals and/or other marine life from shore

Photography

Hiking or Biking

Collection of non-living resources (driftwood, beach glass, etc)

Sitting in your car watching the scene

Camping

Beach driving

Tide pooling

Swimming or body surfing

Collecting/picking/harvesting sea life from shore

Fishing from shore/pier

Boating/sailing

Kayaking or other paddling activity (canoe, stand up paddle board)

Horseback riding

Fishing from private boat

Wildlife viewing from charter boat/guide service

Wildlife viewing from private boat

Last 12 months Last trip Primary Activity









Lodging/Campsite Fee 
23% 

Food, beverages at a 
restaurant or bar 

21% 

Car fuel 
20% 

Food, beverages from 
a store 

12% 

Shopping and souvenirs 
8% 

Airline flight 
2% 

Charter fee (whale 
watching, etc.) 

2% 

Sundries 
2% 

Bus/Ferry/Train 
ticket 

1% 
Car rental 

1% 

Park, museum, or 
other entrance fee 

1% 

Parking 
1% 

Boat 
rental 

1% 

Equipment 
rental 

1% 
Boat 
fuel 
1% 

One-
day 

fishing 
license 

fee 
1% 

Bait and 
tackle 

1% 

Lessons, clinics, 
camps 

0% 

Dive equipment 
rental and airfills 

0% 
Boat ramp fees 

0% 

Other 
1% 

Where is the money being spent? 



 Next WCMAC Mtg. April 22nd in Aberdeen 

 Visit Our Blogs, Websites, and Facebook 

 http://washington.surfrider.org/rus  

 https://www.facebook.com/pages/Surfrider-Foundation-
Washington-Chapters/ 

 http://www.msp.wa.gov/ 

 Gus Gates- ggates@surfider.org  

 Casey Dennehy – cdennehy@surfrider.org 

Stay Informed, Get Involved! 
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Thank you! Questions? 


