
1

MISAWA DOCK SALVAGE
& COAST CLEANUP
AC MAY 17, 2013
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Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary
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March 11, 2011
Tragedy in Japan

• 9.0  magnitude 
earthquake

• Tsunami: 130 ft max 
wave height

• 217 square miles 
inundation

• 15,883 people 
confirmed dead, 
2,681 missing

• Massive damage
(Keichi	Nakane/Associated	Press)

Misawa docks before/after
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December 14, 2012
Initial Sighting
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December 18, 2012
Grounding Site Located

December 21, 2012
Dock Inspection
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January 16-18, 2013
Hydrographic Survey

AIS Remediation

January 3, 2013

January 4, 2013
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Preparing for Salvage

• Contracting
– Options

– Urgent & Compelling

– Funding

• Hydrographic Survey

• Permitting

March 16, 2013
Mobilization
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March 17, 2013
Demolition Begins

March 18, 2013
Demolition Continues
First Foam Removed
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March 19, 2013
Demolition Continues

Heavy WX Prep

March 21, 2013
87% Foam Removed

25% Concrete Removed
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March 22, 2013
100% Foam Removed

80% Concrete Removed

March 23, 2013
100% Concrete Removed
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March 24-26, 2013
Demobilization

March 26, 2013
Final Inspection
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Information and Reporting

• http://marinedebris.wa.gov/

• 1‐855‐WACOAST (1‐855‐922‐6278) 

• http://www.wdfw.wa.gov/tsunami/

• http://marinedebris.noaa.gov/tsunamidebris/

• DisasterDebris@noaa.gov 
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Beach Cleanup Coordination
• Grass Roots Garbage Gang

• Lions Club International

• Makah, Quileute, Hoh, Quinault 

• Olympic National Park

• Clallam Marine Resources Committee

• Surfrider Foundation 

• Ocean Conservancy - International Coastal 
Cleanup

• CoastSavers

www.CoastSavers.org

• April cleanups since 2000

• CoastSavers coordination since 2008

– Discover Your Northwest support

• Geography - Columbia River to Cape 
Flattery, plus Clallam Bay/Seiku

• Expanding capacity and scope in 2013

– Year-round coordinator

– More frequent events

– Include Strait
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CoastSavers - North
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Persistent 
Challenge

Near Goodman Creek
March 2013

• Frequent cleanups
• Challenges of 
remote locations

• Source reduction
• Alternatives to 
plastic

Photo: Mike Tetreau

http://olympiccoast.noaa.gov


